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<Abstract>

The Contribution of Linguistics to Bible Translation

Yesterday and Today: Part 1

Dr. Ronald Ross

(United Bible Societies America Area Translation Consultant)

The traditional role that linguistics has played in Bible translation is changing and
there are two reasons. The first one is that missionaries are doing less and less
translation and mother-tongue translators are doing more and more. So in most
cases missionaries no longer need to “master” the target language before beginning
the translation and this means they no longer need to spend years doing
phonological, morphological and syntactic analysis. The second reason is that the
field of linguistics itself has been expanding enormously. One of the changes has
been the reemergence of linguistic relativity, as opposed to the universalism that
dominated the second half of the 20" century. Languages once again can be viewed
as a reflection of the cultures they serve and the possibility of comparing them
typologically gives us a vastly clearer idea of how they do and do not differ.
Translators need to be made aware of typological similarities and differences
between source and target languages. This paper looks specifically at constituent
order typology and grammatical typology, examines some of the implicational
universals that can be derived from them and takes a look at how these can be useful

to translators.
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